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Finland

• Finland is a fairly small country in northern Europe

• Her neighbouring countries: Russia, Norway and Sweden
• The population is 5,2 million

• Official languages: Finnish and Swedish

• The capital of Finland: Helsinki
• System of government: republic

– The president: Tarja Halonen

• Finland became independent in 1917
• 1995 Finland became a member of the European Union



Ii

• Ii is situated on the shores of the Bay of Bothnia
• The river Ii which is one of the largest rivers in Finland flows 

through the middle of the village

• Ii already existed a thousand years ago

• The population is about 6 700
• Ii already became industrialized in the 18th century, when a

glass factory was built at Olhava
• In 1859 a steam-sawmill was established that was not only

the first in the county but also in the whole of Finland

• Wood processing is still important

• Micropolis centre for high-tech, companies such as Detection 
Technology



Ii Upper Secondary School

• About 130-160 students and 20 teachers

• Upper Secondary is in the same building with the Upper Comprehensive

• 6 periods in a year; 3 in autumn and 3 in spring
• Students choose at least 75 courses, preferably a few courses more

– 1 course = 36 lessons

• Upper Secondary usually takes three years
• Our focus areas are:

– Internationalism

– Communication
– Environmental awareness

– Entrepreneurism

• School ends with a national 
matriculation examination



• Subjects

General subjects Optional subjects 
Finnish  German 
English  French 
Swedish  Russian 
Mathematics Short or long course Psychology 
Biology Two courses Computer Studies 
Geography Two courses Drama 
Physics One course Environmental Studies 
Chemistry One course Business Studies 
Religion Three courses Newspaper Editing 
Philosophy One course Course in Making Party 

Clothes 
History Five courses Elementary Russian 
Music 1-2 courses Acting and Music 
Art 1-2 courses  
Physical Education, 
Health Education 

Three courses  

Student Guidance   
 

 



• International connections

– Hungary

• Dunaharaszti, 25 km from Budapest
– Norway

• Lillesand, southern Norway

– Russia
• Kronstadt, 30 km from St Petersburg

– China

• Beijing �



Destination Beijing

• Partners: Ii Upper Secondary School, Detection Technology inc.

• In autumn 2003 a project group of six first-year students was formed

• Focus: To study the forms and requirements of operation in an international 
company

• Developing a new form of co-operation, in which the other party is a
commercial company

• General aim: widening the worldview of students (and teachers) beyond the
borders of Europe

• Grant from Finnish National Board of Education



Project Group

• Students

– Tero Aalto

– Maria Alaraasakka
– Pyry Liedes

– Jouni Rissanen

– Pirita Takalo
– Samuli Turtinen

• Teachers

– Päivi Niiranen, teacher of Physics, Mathematics and Chemistry
– Juha Pukari, teacher of English



• Tero Aalto

– Age: 17

– Hobbies: Football, roller blading, cross-country skiing, music and laughter
– Likes: Optimism, football, Italian food, travelling, "Friends"-TV series

and Conan O'Brien
– Dislikes: Pessimism, all kinds of drugs, ants, bees and George W. Bush

– When I grow up I would like to become an architect

– I’m a huge fan of the Red Hot Chili Peppers



• Maria Alaraasakka

– Age: 17

– Real blond, no fake
– Would like to become an architect

– Hobbies: scouting, alpine skiing, climbing, 
hanging around, eating and music

– Likes: extreme sports, friends, chocolate, arts, 
nature, my dog, fruits, having fun and music

– Dislikes: Christmas, homework, being 
ordinary, talking about cars, ice skating, the 
sauna, folk music, tobacco and olives

– Prefers individualism



• Pyry Liedes

– Age: 17

– Hobbies: running, reading
– Likes: eating, watching movies, good music, mathematics, physics,

chemistry
– Dislikes: spitting, littering, roaring

– Would like to be a doctor



• Jouni Rissanen

– Age: 18

– Hobbies: alpine skiing, playing football, juggling, hanging around
– Likes: rock, heavy and metal music, watching chicks, all kinds of humour, 

computer, snubbing myself, watching sports
– Dislikes: People who complain about everything

– natural curls



• Pirita Takalo

– Age: 18

– 3 sisters, 2 brothers, mum
– Likes: ice cream, winter, slalom skiing, watching TV, ice hockey, Winnie

the Pooh, eating, lasagne, pizza
– Dislikes: opera, heavy metal and classical music, spiders, snakes, 

mosquitoes



• Samuli Turtinen

– Age: 17

– Hobbies: ice hockey, skateboarding, snowboarding, tennis, bodybuilding, 
reading, computer

– Likes: all kinds of music, eating, watching sports, watching movies, 
school, sweets, mathematics, physics, chemistry

– Dislikes: laziness
– My friends always find me stupid



• Päivi Niiranen

– Age: none of your business!

– Hobbies: aerobics, skiing, running, books, music
– Likes: family and friends, theatre and movie-evenings, teaching

– Dislikes: war, racism



• Juha Pukari

– Age: 44

– Hobbies: badminton, playing the guitar, reading, alpine skiing
– Likes: Monty Python movies, music based on the blues

– Dislikes: dishonest people


